
 

SAFETY IN NUMBERS – SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

Uses and Applications of Isocyanates 

Isocyanates are widely used in manufacturing materials like polyurethane foams, rubbers, 

plastics, varnishes, adhesives and paints. A list of the most widely used industrial organic 

isocyanates and their main uses is in Table 1. 

 

. Isocyanates can also be generated from thermal decomposition of polyurethane 

materials including coated metals. 

Workers at greatest risk from exposure to isocyanates 

The most common work activities and situations in which workers may be exposed to 

isocyanates are summarised in Table 2. 

 



 

SAFETY IN NUMBERS – SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

 

 


