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Purpose of Workplace Inspections 

As an essential part of a health and safety program, workplaces should be inspected. 

Inspections are important as they allow you to: 

 listen to the concerns of workers and supervisors 
 gain further understanding of jobs and tasks 
 identify existing and potential hazards 
 determine underlying causes of hazards 
 monitor hazard controls (personal protective equipment, engineering controls, 

policies, procedures) 
 recommend corrective action 

The term “inspection” can be misleading in that people may assume that it implies only 
looking for issues. However frequently inspections are performed, the workers and front 
line supervisors know more about the day to day operations and conditions of the area 
than anyone else. The inspection should include talking to workers about concerns. This 
can often identify intermittent events or conditions that the workers/supervisors see on 
occasion but are not present at the time of the inspection or the conditions that are not 
caught by the inspection.  

Tracking of frequency of concern, the nature of concerns and the severity of concerns 
can provide additional insight in preventing unsafe hazards. See additional resource 
pages on types of Hazard Classes (electrical, trip/fall, chemical, fire, etc) and Severity of 
Hazard (using an A – B – C rating system).  

For example, reviewing the pattern of concerns may identify that unsafe conditions are 
more prevalent during the summer. This may be due to vacation time being taken, 
summer or part-time workers in the plant, etc. 

Aspects to Examine 

Every inspection must examine who, what, where, when and how. Pay particular 

attention to items most likely to develop unsafe or unhealthy conditions because of 

stress, wear, impact, vibration, heat, corrosion, chemical reaction or misuse. Inspect the 

entire workplace area each time. Include areas where no work is done regularly, such 

as parking lots, rest areas, office storage areas and locker rooms. 

 

 

 


